Introduced by Council Member Gulliford and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Morgan, R. Gaffney, Anderson and Wilson: 



RESOLUTION 2018-279
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE RETIRED AND SENIOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM FOR THEIR DEDICATION TO IMPROVING THE LIVES OF OTHERS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville’s Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) was created in 1972 through the efforts of the Junior League and former City Councilwoman and US Congresswoman Tillie Fowler, and is now one of the largest volunteer efforts in the nation. RSVP volunteers are matched with community groups where they donate their time to improve the lives of others; and

WHEREAS, RSVP volunteers help the community and provide a variety of services to non-profit agencies, schools, and government programs. In 2017, 327 Retired and Senior Volunteer Program volunteers contributed 43,263 hours to 60 local organizations, delivering supplemental nursing services, technology training, and help with early literacy; and

WHEREAS, Tale Teller volunteers from the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program read to Duval County elementary students in Title 1 schools, and this intergenerational outreach encourages a love of reading and improves literacy skills. In 2017, 32 Tale Tellers shared books with more than two thousand students. RSVP volunteers also help other seniors, with more than 50 senior volunteers who helped hundreds of vulnerable seniors to live more independently last year; and  

WHEREAS, RSVP volunteers help the community, but being a volunteer also has been found to be good for one’s health and happiness. Those who donate their time to others build stronger social networks, cultivate relationships to counteract isolation and find fulfillment through altruism; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program and all of its volunteers who give their time to the betterment of the lives of others in our city.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Colleen Hampsey, City Council Research
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